Keeping Your Aging 1970s Drainage System Functional and
Safe

A significant portion of the rural and suburban housing stock was
constructed during the massive building booms of the 1970s and
1980s. While these homes offer excellent square footage and solid
timber framing, they also hide utility networks that are now pushing
fifty years of continuous operation. The wastewater infrastructure
installed during that era relied on engineering standards and building
materials that fall far short of modern building codes. For
homeowners managing these aging properties, treating a 1970s
sanitation setup with the exact same maintenance approach used for a
brand-new installation is a fast track to structural collapse. Preserving
these legacy systems requires a highly specialised, gentle approach to
daily water management and waste extraction.

The primary vulnerability in these older setups lies in the materials
used to construct the holding chambers. Unlike the durable, pre-cast
concrete or reinforced fibreglass used today, many legacy tanks were
built on-site using standard cinder blocks and basic mortar. Over five
decades of exposure to harsh hydrogen sulfide gas—a highly acidic,
natural byproduct of waste digestion—the mortar joints between the
blocks slowly dissolve. The concrete itself becomes brittle and porous.
If heavy solid waste is allowed to build up and press against these
deteriorating walls, the outward physical pressure can cause the entire
chamber to crack, leaking raw sewage directly into the surrounding
soil and collapsing the garden above.

The lateral pipes responsible for dispersing the treated water also
suffer from severe age-related degradation. Fifty years ago,
contractors frequently used brittle clay pipes or thin, non-perforated
tar paper tubes known as Orangeburg pipe. These materials are
incredibly sensitive to shifting soil, heavy lawnmowers, and root
intrusion. Furthermore, the soil in the drainage field has been
absorbing household effluent continuously for half a century. The
natural microscopic pores in the dirt are likely heavily restricted by
decades of biological buildup. An older field simply cannot process
water at the same speed as a fresh installation, making it highly
susceptible to sudden flooding and backward pressure.

Protecting this fragile infrastructure requires a drastic increase in the
frequency of professional maintenance. You cannot wait the standard
three to five years to empty a cinder block tank. Booking Septic
Pumping in Chester Borough NJ every twelve to eighteen months
is necessary to keep the dense sludge levels exceptionally low. By
keeping the chamber mostly empty, you remove the heavy physical
pressure pressing against the aging, brittle walls. This frequent
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extraction also guarantees that only perfectly clear, highly settled
liquid ever reaches the tired, slow-draining lateral pipes, dramatically
extending the functional lifespan of the saturated soil.

Inside the home, managing the daily hydraulic load is critical to
preserving the older drainage field. The families who built these
homes did not own high-capacity washing machines or power
showers. You must actively reduce the amount of water you push into
the system to match the historical design capacity. Spread laundry
over the entire week, install aggressive flow restrictors on all taps, and
never empty large volumes of water, such as a hot tub, directly into the
household drains. Giving the aging soil plenty of time to rest between
water cycles prevents the field from becoming permanently
waterlogged and failing completely.

Managing a heritage property requires acknowledging the physical
limitations of its foundational machinery. We can absolutely keep
these legacy sanitation systems operating safely for many more years,
delaying the massive capital expense of a total modern replacement.
By strictly managing our water consumption, understanding the
fragility of the older building materials, and adhering to an
accelerated schedule of gentle, professional waste extraction, we
preserve the structural integrity of the home and protect the
surrounding environment.

Conclusion

Aging wastewater systems built in the 1970s feature deteriorating
cinder block tanks and fragile clay pipes that cannot withstand heavy
physical pressure or modern water usage. Homeowners must
drastically reduce their daily hydraulic load to avoid overwhelming the
tired soil in the drainage field. Increasing the frequency of
professional tank extraction removes internal pressure and safely
extends the operational lifespan of these legacy utility networks.

Call to Action

Protect your older, fragile plumbing network from sudden structural
failure by scheduling a careful, professional tank extraction today.
Extend the life of your legacy system by trusting our experienced local
specialists.
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